
Hi Mom and Dad,

Today the art parents came and helped us think about what is “art.” We met an artist who

stretched the definition of art by taking very familiar things and turning them into art. We read

a book called Uncle Andy’s, written by his nephew, who loved visiting his studio in New York.

Andy Warhol was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1928. Andy was born with a natural talent for

art. His mother encouraged him with his drawings. When his family saved enough money to send

Andy to art college, he went to Carnagie Institute of Technology.

When he graduated from school he went to New York City for a job. He got jobs doing magazine

illustrations, decorating department store windows, greeting cards, record albums, and book

covers. He even painted suns, clouds, and raindrops for television weather reports!

A friend suggested that he try drawing everyday items. This was called Popular, or Pop Art. It

made him famous! People liked his pictures because they were bright, attractive, and familiar.

Warhol loved being famous. He spent lots of time at parties, meeting people and getting ideas for

his work. He’s especially well-known for his paintings of Campbell Soup Cans.

Warhol also tried making films. One of his films was a man sleeping for six hours! His artwork

made people think of the importance of the everyday things in their lives.

“In August 62 I started doing silkscreens....With silkscreening you pick a photograph, blow it up,

transfer it in glue onto silk, and then roll ink across it so the ink goes through the silk but not

through the glue. That way you get the same image, slightly different each time. It was all so

simple quick and chancy. I was thrilled with it. When Marilyn Monroe happened to die that month,

I got the idea to make screens of her beautiful face the first Marilyns.”

–Andy Warhol

Today we tried using one of Warhol’s favorite artistic mediums: print making. We did a very

simple kind of printing that allowed us to experiment with color in our prints, just like Warhol did.

Ask me about the subject of my print. Is it someone famous? Ask me how I made a “PrintMaker”

from a styrofoam print. All I need is a drop or two of paint, and I can make all the prints you

could ever want!


